July, 2010
Adventures with God
Shine your light and let the whole world see, we’re singing to the risen King!
YWAM’er International Magazine Interview
Recently, we were interviewed by Youth With A Mission’s International Magazine. So, we wanted to share this condensed article that they have written:
Whiskey posters decorated the back of the black stage. Latvian festival-goers clustered around the stage in anticipation of the next set. The judges adjusted their pens and prepared to criticize. The Polish band made final adjustments and checked their foot pedals, mixers and amps. Then, a thick electric guitar drowned all other noises.

“I love you, Lord, and I lift my voice to worship you…” the lead vocalist sang out clearly, hands lifted above his head. 

After that first slow song, the band, Frühstück from Poland, launched into the rest of their set, wowing the crowd at the Liepajas Dzintars festival and stunning the judges. People abandoned other attractions at the festival to press close to the stage.

“It was so powerful, that if I hadn’t been leaning against something, I would have fallen over,” said Gary Lansdowne, the man who brought the band and the festival together. The band was allowed to perform as long as they entered the yearly competition. 
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Lansdowne’s band-coordinating ministry has its roots at a state fair in Louisiana, USA. He had his first encounter with God as he stood in line at the festival, listening to a Christian band playing nearby. The band, Philadelphia, opened their set with the well-known song Stairway to Heaven, changing some of the words to reflect the concept that humans cannot buy a stairway to heaven. 

Curiosity overcame him, and a short conversation after their seven-song set at the fair led to a close relationship with the band members. The band held a Bible study four blocks from Lansdowne’s home, and after getting to know them and learning more about their faith, Lansdowne offered his life to Jesus. For a year, he traveled as their roadie. He joined YWAM to do a DTS and has been with the organization ever since, doing what he believes is one of the best ways to bring Jesus to the world. 
“You just go knocking, and God will open the doors,” Gary says. 

Lansdowne has seen God open doors he thought would be difficult to get through. Once, he approached the leaders of the local juvenile detention centre in Thailand to ask if he could bring a band to play for the imprisoned teens. 

He anticipated a long conversation, but after 30 minutes with the director of all the juvenile correction facilities in Thailand, who happened to be walking through that morning, he had permission.  
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He encouraged the kids to ask any questions they had and said the visiting musicians could answer however they wanted. After a dynamic question-and-answer session, he told Lansdowne if he ever wanted to bring another band, all he had to do was call. 

The bands Lansdowne brings to the club or the festival or refugee camp are set apart by their lifestyle. He tries to work with bands that look different off-stage from the untouchable fame, sex and drug culture that normally follow rock bands. 

At the same time he tells them: “You are musicians. You are not pastors or farmers or doctors. Your job is simply to rock out.”

In some clubs Lansdowne is well-respected enough that he no longer needs to send a CD to the club; they simply open their doors to whoever he will book for them. 
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Eight years after the Polish band played at the Liepajas Dzintars festival, one of the judges, a famous Latvian songwriter, approached Lansdowne on one of his visits back in the country. The judge told him he still remembered the band as one of the best to ever play in the yearly contest. Even if they opened their hard rock set with an ancient hymn. 
Joy,
Gary & Ineta
That was more than 10 years ago, and Frühstück is just one of innumerable bands that Gary and his wife Ineta have brought onto festival stages. The bands, largely of the rock variety, also play at other venues, including clubs, refugee camps and prisons. He brings the bands to places rock bands would normally go and to people who already love the style.





The band was not allowed to preach, read the Bible or proselytize. With a limited amount of time and no sound check, the band from Malaysia, launched into their set. Six hundred teens sat quietly on the floor, occasionally throwing their hands out or bobbing their heads. 


After the set was finished, the director extended their time in the prison, asking if the band members would be willing to spread out and share their stories with the kids in small groups.





The goal is to build a bridge, and the bridge connects all kinds of things. The bridge is an opportunity for the local church to meet a younger generation. It is the chance for musicians to play outside their own culture or comfort zone. It is the chance for younger rock enthusiasts to see a different kind of example and see Jesus in a new way.








